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INTRODUCTION

Biographical Notes

Stefan Sznuk, born in Warsaw in 1896, was a pioneer aviator in Poland.  He was one of the first members
of the Polish Air Force and took part in the Polish-Russian (Bolshevik) War of 1919-1921.  He remained
in the Polish Air Force and, in March 1939, he was promoted to Colonel.  Before the outbreak of World
War II, he was Head of Polish Air Force training.  With the capitulation of the Polish forces, Sznuk
evacuated to Romania where he planned and carried out a series of dramatic mass escapes, resulting in the
freeing of the majority of Polish personnel, who eventually reached France and England to continue the war
on behalf of their occupied homeland.

In 1940-41, he served as Chief of Staff of the reborn Polish Air Force in England.  Later in 1941, Colonel
Sznuk was sent to Canada to become Head of the Air Mission and finally Military and Air Attaché to the
Polish Legation.  For his military services he received many decorations including the Order of Commander
of the British Empire.  At the final demobilization he was promoted to the rank of Major General. 

General Sznuk remained in Canada after the war and taught as Professor at the Triservice Language School
of the Department of National Defence.  General Sznuk also became very active in the local and national
Polish community in Canada.  He was instrumental in arranging the arrival of over 4,500 Polish veterans
to Canada.  He also took a personal interest in assisting individual immigrants and political refugees from
Poland.  As a result of his advice and assistance, Canada became the new home for many Polish scientists,
professors, doctors, technicians and skilled workers.

General Sznuk served as Vice-President of the Canadian Polish Congress for many years with the special
responsibility to maintain liaison with the Canadian Federal Government and Parliament.  He was also very
active in the RCAF Association, serving as its Vice-President and Vice-Chairman for eight years.  General
Sznuk was also active in the Canadian Citizenship Council to which he was elected as a National
Consultant.  For his outstanding achievements and contributions to Canada, General Sznuk was awarded
the Order of Canada in 1970.  General Sznuk died in Ottawa on 6 May, 1986, at the age of 89 years.

Introductory Notes

General Sznuk's archival collection reflects his many years as community leader and public servant.  His
papers include correspondence to senior government officials and politicians in Canada and also in other
countries.  As a member of the executive of various veteran and Polish associations, he submitted briefs,
reports and policy papers to the Canadian Federal Government.  He also corresponded with many
prominent individuals in the Polish community across Canada and in other countries.  Papers relating to
these activities are also contained in the collection. 
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This archival collection provides a unique national perspective on the relationship between the Polish
Canadian community and the Canadian Federal Government during the Second World War and in the
post-war years.  The papers are a rich source of information on the post-World War II immigration to
Canada, the integration of new immigrants and the growth and development of multiculturalism in Canada.

The General Sznuk Papers complement historical information in the Immigration Branch, National Defence,
Veterans Affairs and External Affairs Records.  Also this collection adds to the historical information in the
Canadian Polish Congress Collection (MG28 V10) at the National Archives.

Photographs were transferred to the Documentary Art and Photography Division of the National Archives
and the publications were transferred to the National Library.

The material was presented to the National Archives in 1981 by General Sznuk and donated in 1991 by
his daughter, Mrs. Krystyna Sparks. 
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2 85 General correspondence 1962-64
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3 55 Kos-Rabcewicz-Zubkowski, Ludwik 1957, 1963

3 56 Kurcz, Leopold 1979

3 57 Kwapiszewski, M. 1956
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n.d.

6 19 Central Association of Foreign Refugees in Germany, Resolution n.d.

6 20 Compensation for Victims of National Persecution, United Nations n.d., 1960-65

6 21 Compensation for Victims of National Persecution n.d., 1960-65

6 22 Compensation for Victims of National Persecution, Report by Polish
America Congress

1960

6 23 Compensation for Victims of National Persecution, Information on
Indemnification Agreement

1960

6 24 Compensation for Victims of National Persecution n.d., 1960

6 25 Compensation for Victims of Nazi Terror n.d., 1960

6 26 Polish Association of Former Political Prisoners of German Prisons,
London, Resolution

1962

6 27 Compensation for Former Prisoners of War 1976-80

6 28 Deed of Land, Polish Veterans (Photocopy) 1963

6 29 Bill 92, Veterans Affairs 1976
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6 30 Exhibition of Polish War Relics 1971-74

6 31 Committee for the Preservation of Polish War Relics 1972-75

6 32 Polish Canadian Cooperation in Two World Wars (notes) n.d.

6 33 Canadian War Museum n.d., 1973-82

6 34 National Museums of Canada 1973-74

6 35 National Museum of Man 1971-73

6 36 National Arts Centre n.d.

6 37 Exhibit List, W. Stachiewicz n.d.

6 38 List of gifts relating to Polish Army to the Canadian War Museum in
Ottawa, T. Walkowski

1972

6 39 Veterans Claims 1947-64

6 40 Settlement of Polish Soldiers in Canada n.d., 1948

6 41 Veterans Pensions 1960-67

6 42 Veterans Affairs 1961-64

6 43 Veterans Affairs, Commemorative Plaque to RCAF Pilots 1964-65

6 44 War Compensation from Germany 1964-65

6 45 War Veterans Allowance Board, Tytus Woszczynski Case 1965

6 46 Veterans Claims 1965

6 47 Veterans Affairs 1965-66

6 48 Veterans Affairs 1966-67

6 49 Veterans Pensions, Compensation 1969-72
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G. CANADIAN POLISH CONGRESS

1. STATUTES AND ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

7 1 Statutes n.d.

7 2 Regulations 1955

7 3 Statutes Commission Report 1958

7 4 Program n.d.

7 5 Statutes, Regulations 1968

7 6 Historical notes n.d.

7 7 Tenth Anniversary of Founding 1954

7 8 Lists of executive members, Polish Organizations 1967-68

7 9 List of Districts n.d.

7 10 List of Addresses n.d.

7 11 List of participants - meeting n.d.

7 12 Financial regulation, project n.d.

2. MINUTES

7 13 Minutes, Fourth Conference 1949

7 14 Minutes 1950

7 15 Minutes and Reports 1951

7 16 Minutes and Reports 1952

7 17 Minutes 1955

7 18 Minutes 1956

7 19 Minutes, 21 January 1956

7 20 Minutes, 16 November 1956
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7 21 Minutes, 20 November 1956

7 22 Minutes, 24-25 November 1956

7 23 Minutes, 27 November 1956

7 24 Minutes, 4 December 1956

7 25 Minutes, 18 December 1956

7 26 Minutes, 16 November 1957

7 27 Minutes, 17 July 1958

7 28 Minutes 1959

7 29 Minutes, 14 December 1959

7 30 Minutes 1959-60

7 31 Minutes 1959-63

7 32 Minutes 1960

7 33 Minutes 1963-64

7 34 Minutes, 13th Congress of Delegates 1964

7 35 Minutes, 10 February 1965

7 36 Minutes, 9 June 1965

7 37 Minutes, 25 June 1965

7 38 Minutes, 26 June 1965

7 39 Minutes, Executive Meeting 1965

7 40 Minutes, 1 September 1965

7 41 Minutes n.d., 1965

7 42 Minutes 1966

7 43 Minutes, Meeting of General Council, 9 February 1966

7 44 Minutes, Council Meeting 1966

7 45 Minutes, General Council Meeting 1966

7 46 Minutes, Edmonton 1966
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7 47 Minutes 1967

7 48 Minutes 1968

3. REPORTS

7 49 Reports 1950

7 50 Report on Conference, Polish Combatants Association 1953

7 51 Report, Sixth Conference, November 1953

7 52 Reports, March 1953

7 53 Report 1954-55

7 54 Report, Statute, April 1955

7 55 Report 1959

7 56 Report 1961-62

7 57 Report 1963

7 58 Material for Congress 1964

7 59 Conference Reports 1964-66

7 60 Report, 31 December 1965

7 61 Report, Meeting of National Council 1966

7 62 Report on Conference 1966-68

7 63 Report on Fifth Conference n.d.

7 64 Report on Polish Schools 1965

7 65 Report of Vice-President, Ottawa 1955-56

7 66 Reports of Vice-President, Ottawa 1956-60

7 67 Report of Vice-President 1958

7 68 Reports of Vice-President 1959-60

7 69 Congress Report 1959-60

7 70 Bidny,F., Commission on Canadian Matters n.d.
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7 71 Bobrowski, S., Committee on War Compensation 1960-61

7 72 Frikke, R., General Correspondence 1954-55

7 73 Krajewski, W., Vice-President 1953

7 74 Press Release, Ottawa n.d.

8 1 Jaworski, Z.J., President 1959-63

8 2 Kurosad, J., President 1954-57

8 3 Palka, B., Secretary n.d., 1951-53

8 4 Olechowski, A.P. 1952-53

8 5 Report of President 1964

8 6 Report of President 1966

8 7 Reports of General Council 1963-64

8 8 Financial Matters 1951

8 9 Council on Education n.d.

4. VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

8 10 Meeting on Polish and Russian Section at the University of Ottawa 1953

8 11 Memorandum on Polish American Vote 1958

8 12 Statistical Report on Polish Population in Canada 1961

8 13 Statistical Information, Schools 1965

8 14 Katyn Monument 1974-75

8 15 Katyn Memorial Committee 1975

8 16 Alberta Branch 1975-76

8 17 Notes for an Address by J.W.Pickersgill
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8 18 Transcript of an Address by John Diefenbaker to Commemorative
Assembly

1966 

8 19 Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism, Briefs 1963

8 20 Royal Commission on Security, Brief 1967

8 21 Royal Commission on Security, Prepatory Material 1967

8 22 Poles in the Soviet Union, Address n.d.

8 23 Visit of Bishop Gawlina to Ottawa 1952

8 24 Resolutions (on Poland and Hungary) 1956

8 25 Declaration of the XVIII Convention n.d.

8 26 Aid to Poland Fund 1957-58

8 27 Polish Millenium

8 28 Treasures of Wawel 1959-60

8 29 Immigration to Canada from Poland, Brief n.d.

8 30 Association of War Invalids (in Germany) 1960

8 31 Claims for Losses Suffered During World War II n.d., 1957-61

8 32 War Compensation from Poland, Brief 1965-69

8 33 War Compensation from Germany 1966-67

8 34 Bobrowski, S., Claim 1954-56

8 35 Tubercular Refugees, List 1961

8 36 Immigration Case, Christine Christians 1958

8 37 Immigration Case, Andrzej Jakubowski 1962

8 38 Miscellaneous Correspondence 1954-59

8 39 Anti-Communist Struggle 1955-58

8 40 Tenth Anniversary of the Capture of 16 Leaders of Underground
Poland by the Soviets

1955

8 41 Old Age Pensions 1955-56

8 42 National Treasures, Theatre, Films 1956-59



26 SZNUK, Stefan MG 31, D 115
Vol. File Subject Date

8 43 Cobalt 60 beam-therapy equipment to Poznan Fair 1957

8 44 Stanley Mieranowicz Case 1964

8 45 Special Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Commons on
Immigration, Submission

n.d., 1966

8 46 History of Early Outstanding Polish-Canadians (Historical Notes) 1966

8 47 Canadian Citizens Claims against Poland 1966-69

8 48 Anna Lasowski Case 1969

8 49 Resolution, Alberta n.d.

5. CORRESPONDENCE - GENERAL

9 1 Correspondence n.d.

9 2 Correspondence 1946

9 3 Correspondence 1950

9 4 Correspondence 1951

9 5 Correspondence 1952

9 6 Correspondence 1953

9 7 Correspondence 1954

9 8 Correspondence 1955

9 9 Correspondence 1956

9 10 Correspondence 1956

9 11 Correspondence 1957

9 12 Correspondence 1958

9 13 Correspondence 1959

9 14 Correspondence 1960

9 15 Correspondence 1961
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9 16 Correspondence 1962

9 17 Correspondence 1963

9 18 Correspondence 1964

9 19 Correspondence 1965

9 20 Correspondence 1966

9 21 Correspondence 1967

9 22 Correspondence 1968

9 23 Correspondence 1969

9 24 Correspondence 1970

9 25 Correspondence 1971

9 26 Correspondence 1972

9 27 Correspondence 1978

9 28 Correspondence 1980

9 29 Correspondence 1982

9 30 Correspondence 1986

H. POLISH GOVERNMENT AND RELATED MILITARY
AND POLITICAL ISSUES

10 1 Polish Embassy in Bucharest, Romania 1940

10 2 Report on Krakow Army, Paris 1940

10 3 Polish Military Mission,Official Documents(copies) n.d., 1940-43

10 4 Inspectorate Polish Air Forces, London 1941

10 5 S.Sznuk, article on Polish Air Force action 1941

10 6 S. Trzywloski, Tajnik redakcji odsieczy (Draft Article) 1941

10 7 Polish Army in Canada, Report 1941-42



28 SZNUK, Stefan MG 31, D 115
Vol. File Subject Date

10 8 Recruiting Station, Windsor and related matters 1941-47

10 9 Reports, London 1942

10 10 Wojskowy Trybunal Orzekajacy 1942

10 11 Consulate General of the Republic of Poland, New York, USA 1942

10 12 Ambassador of Poland, Washington, USA 1942

10 13 J.F.Schleicher, Discharge from Polish Army in Canada, Windsor 1942

10 14 Military Attache, Ottawa 1943-44

10 15 Letter to Goering from Osterkamp(photocopy) 1943

10 16 Polish Army in North America 1943

10 17 Inspector, Polish Air Force, London 1944

10 18 Training Plan, Polish Air Force n.d.

10 19 Polish Consulate, Toronto 1944

10 20 Organization of the Polish 2nd Corps in Italy n.d., 1944

10 21 Polish Corps in Italy (Article) n.d.

10 22 The Polish National Liberation Committee in Lublin, Report 1945

10 23 Polish Embassy, London 1945

10 24 Cabinet Naczelnego Wodza 1945

10 25 Debate on Poland in British Parliament 1945

10 26 Polish Air Force, London 1945

10 27 Polish Army in Great Britain, London 1945

10 28 Polish Army, General Staff, London 1945-47

10 29 Polish Army, General Staff, London 1946

10 30 Polish Army, General Staff, London 1946

10 31 Inspektorat generalny P.L.K.P.E., London 1948

10 32 Komisja likwidacyjna P.S.Z. 1948-49

10 33 Historical Bureau, Polish Armed Forces 1948-49
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10 34 K.G. Winicki, P.L.K.P.R., London 1949

10 35 Komisja skarbu narodowego na Kanade 1953, 1976,
1980

10 36 Polish Council of National Unity, Executive Committee, London 1955-72

10 37 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, London 1959-84

10 38 Delegate to Polish Government in Exile from Canada 1959-85

10 39 Ministry of National Defence, London n.d., 1960-74

10 40 Prime Minister, London n.d., 1966-85

10 41 Horse Artillery, Press Release, London 1973

10 42 Polish Air Force, 1st Regiment n.d., 1973

10 43 Embassy of the Commonwealth Poland (in exile), USA n.d., 1973

10 44 1. Pulk Ulanow Krechowieckich 1974

10 45 Press release from Stanislaw Ostrowski 1975

10 46 Polish Embassy, Ottawa 1975

10 47 C.A. Sabbat, Prime Minister n.d.,1976-84

10 48 Delegatura Rzadu R.P. w Paryzu 1977

10 49 Resolution regarding J. Sokalnickiego 1978

10 50 Consulate General of Polish Peoples Republic in Stockholm 1978

10 51 Inspector General, Polish Armed Forces 1980

10 52 Biuro Rady Ministrow 1980

10 53 Polish Government-in-Exile, London, memoranda 1982, 1984

10 54 President Raczkiewicz, draft letter n.d.

10 55 Report on Church in Poland, notes n.d.

10 56 Communist organizations, memorandum n.d.

I. IMMIGRATION CASES



30 SZNUK, Stefan MG 31, D 115
Vol. File Subject Date

11 1 Christians, Jacek 1959

11 2 Derkowska, L. 1961

11 3 Gorecki, M. 1964

11 4 Krycun Family 1956-57

11 5 Maciejewski, B. n.d.

11 6 Morys, A. 1968

11 7 Orawiec, B. 1959-61

11 8 Szpikowski, Z. 1962-63

11 9 Zurawska, K. 1959

11 10 Immigration from Poland 1948-78

11 11 Immigration cases, reports and newsclippings 1951-57

11 12 Immigration Cases 1953-57

11
13 Immigration cases 1956

11 14 Immigration cases 1956-57

11 15 Immigration cases 1956-57

11 16 Immigration cases 1957

11 17 Immigration cases 1957

11 18 Immigration cases 1957

11 19 Immigration cases 1957

11 20 Immigration cases 1957

11 21 Immigration cases, proposals 1957-59

11 22 Immigration cases, Canadian Polish Congress minutes 1957-59

11 23 Immigration cases 1957-61
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12 1 Immigration cases, Polish refugees list with Government Departments 1957-58

12 2 Immigration cases 1957-59

12 3 Immigration cases 1957-59

12 4 Immigrants from Argentina 1957-69

12 5 Polish refugees in Austria 1958

12 6 Immigration cases 1958

12 7 Immigration cases 1958

12 8 Immigration cases 1958-63

12 9 Immigration cases 1958-65

12 10 Immigration cases 1958

12 11 Immigration cases 1958

12 12 Immigration cases 1959

12 13 Immigration cases 1959

12 14 Immigration cases 1959-61

12 15 Immigration cases 1960-62

12 16 Immigration cases 1960

12 17 Immigration cases 1960

12 18 Immigration cases 1960-61

13 1 Immigration cases 1961-62

13 2 Immigration cases 1961-62

13 3 Immigration cases, Canadian Polish Congress minutes 1961-62

13 4 Immigration cases 1961-62

13 5 Immigration cases 1961-63

13 6 Immigration cases 1962

13 7 Immigration cases 1962
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13 8 Immigration cases 1962

13 9 Immigration cases 1963

13 10 Immigration cases 1963

13 11 Immigration cases, veterans' claims 1963

13 12 Immigration cases, veterans' claims 1963

13 13 Immigration cases 1963

13 14 Immigration cases, veterans' claims 1963

13 15 Immigration cases 1963-65

13 16 Immigration cases 1964

14 1 Immigration cases 1964

14 2 Immigration cases 1964

14 3 Immigration cases 1964-65

14 4 Immigration cases 1964-65

14 5 Immigration cases, veterans' claims 1965

14 6 Immigration cases 1966

14 7 Immigration cases 1966

14 8 Immigration cases 1966-67

14 9 Immigration cases 1966-79

14 10 Immigration cases 1967

14 11 Immigration cases 1967

14 12 Immigration cases from Belgium 1967

14 13 Immigration cases 1967

14 14 Immigration cases from Italy 1968

14 15 Immigration cases from Austria 1968-69

14 16 Immigration cases 1968-71
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14 17 Immigration cases from Sweden 1968-78

14 18 Immigration from Uruguay 1969

14 19 Immigration cases; Polish sailors 1969

14 20 Immigration cases from South Africa 1976

14 21 Immigration cases; sailors 1976

J. PERIODICALS AND OTHER PUBLISHED MATERIAL

15 1 XXVII Anniversary of Invasion in October, 1956, Proclamation by Grad 1983

15 2 Canadian Polish Congress, circulars 1951-53

15 3 Egzekutywa Zjednoczenia Narodowego, newsletter 1957

15 4 Fundacja Sztandarow Qolskich sil Zbrojnych na Obczyznie, certificate 1979

15 5 Holy Rosary Church, Bulletin 1973

15 6 The Human Rights Movement in the Soviet Union, article by Paul Yuzyk 1977

15 7 Kolo B. Zolnierzy AK, Oddz. Montreal, Bulletin 1965

15 8 Komisja Skarbu Narodowego, Newsletter 1959

15 9 Kosciuszko Foundation, Invitation 1960

15 10 Placowka nad Pacyfikiem, Bulletin 1966

15 11 Polish Affairs, circular 1957

15 12 Polish Home Army, memorandum on Warsaw Uprising n.d.

15 13 Polish News Items 1955

15 14 Quarterly Immigration Bulletin 1963

15 15 Report on Poland 1964

15 16 Report on Slavic Studies at the Catholic University in Buenos Aires n.d.

15 17 Supreme Committee for the Liberation of Lithuania, Statement by
President V. Sidzikauskas

1965
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15 18 United States Congress Resolution on Captive Nations 1975

15 19 White Eagle Project n.d.

15 20 Illustrations n.d.


